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material.   In 1332 he revived for a period of two years
the prohibition against the use of imported cloth, unless the
wearer owned a hundred marks of land or rent \   In 1337
the importation of foreign cloth was forbidden by statute,
and the use of native cloth was enjoined on all without
exception;  at the same time the export of wool was pro-
hibited2.   These restrictions are contained in the same
statute which promised lavish favours to alien settlers ; and,
taken in conjunction with the earlier manifestations of
industrial policy3, they may fairly be regarded as part of
a comprehensive design to establish the English cloth trade
on a firm footing4.   They were not, however, permanently
enforced;  Edward III.'s financial straits cut athwart the
adoption of a consistent economic policy, and the very next
year he granted a licence to the merchants of Louvain to
export wool and import cloth5.   In 1347 the export of
wool was freely allowed6, but at the close of the reign
the Good Parliament (1376)7 again renewed the demand
that woollen yarn should be employed in cloth-making at
home and not sent abroad, while in 1377 ft was ^so ordered
that no woollen cloth should be transported before it had
been fulled8.    Thus under Edward III. we have all the
elements of a protectionist policy which was fitfully main-
tained throughout the Middle Ages.
Protection      Richard II. allowed the export of wool except to France9;
an<^ ft was among ti16 charges brought against the Lancas-
trian dynasty by Yorkist partisans that wool had " course
and passage out of the realm, wherefore all strangers take
but little reward to buy our English cloth but make it them-
selves "10.   A fifteenth-century writer, George Ashby, urged
upon the ill-fated Prince Edward the advice that:
1 Patent Rolls, 1330-1334, p. 362.                            * Statutes, i. 280.
*  See supra, pp. 449, 451.
*  On Edward III.'s economic policy, see further infra, p. 455, note 6.
*  Rymer, Foedera (R. ed.), ii. part ii. 1057.   The Flemings were granted
i similar licence in 1340 : Letter Book Ft 50.
*  Rotuli Parliamentorum, ii. 168 a, 201 &.                 7 Ibid. ii. 353 a.
8 Ibid. ii. 369 b ; Statutes, i. 398.                             * Statutes, ii. 24.
10 C. L. Kingsford, English Historical Literature in the Fifteenth Century
(1913), App, xi.~A "Yorkist Collection, " Commercial Grievances ", p. 363.
For the complaint of the wool merchants, see infra, p. 541. Bristol com-
plained of the export of wool: The Great Red Book of Bristol, part i. (Text), 28.